URBAN  DISTRICT  OP  ASHBORNE. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE 

YEAR  ENDED  3 1st  DEC EMBKR~~T92 5 • 

To  r - 

The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Ashborne  Urban 
District  Council 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  Year  ended 
31 st  December  1925* 

The  area  of  the  District  (land  and  water)  io  620  acres, 
and  the  estimated  number  of  house 3 at  the  end  of  the  year 

1112. 

The  Assessable  Value  cf  the  District  is  £ MytB  ana 
the  sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  is  £86. 

There  has  been  no  increase  or  alteration  in  the  Hospitals 
which  are  utilised  by  th©  District  for  the  reception  and 
treatment  of  medical  and  surgical  cases  which  are  still 
received  by  the  Ashborne  Cottage  Hospital,  Stone  House 
Infirmary,  Ashborne j Derbyshire  Royal  Infirmary  and  the 
Childrens1  Hospital,  Derby.  Maternity  cases  are  taken  at 
the  Stone  House  Infirmary,  and  the  M&tornity  Homo,  Buxton 
Road;  Infectious  cases  at  Etwall  Isolation  Hospital  and 
Stone  House  Infirmary;  and  cases  of  Tuberculosis  at  the 
County  Sanatrorium  near  Chesterfield.  A Shelter  for  two 
coses  has  been  provided  by  the  Guardians  in  the  grounds  of 
Stone  House. 

It  was  hoped  that  the  new  Maternity  Home,  on  a site  on 
the  South  side  of  Boothby  Avenue  would  have  been  built 
during  tho  past  year,  but  some  delay  in  the  plans  occurred. 

A deputation  from  your  Council,  together  with  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  attended  a meeting  of  the  Health  Committee 
of  the  Derbyshire  County  Council,  and  as  a result  of  their 
efforts  the  difficulties  which  delayed  the  commencement.  of 
the  building  operations  wore  surmounted,  and  the  new  Home 
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has  already  been  begun* 

The  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ashborne 
depend  largely  on  the  faot  that  Ashborne  Is  the  centre 
of  a flourishing  agricultural  district  engaged  in  the 
production  of  milk.  Large  factories  also  exist  in  the 
district  for  the  manufacture  of  condensed  milk,  corsets, 
tape  and  webbing,  and  for  the  spinning  and  doubling  of 
cotton.  Tho  population  ©f  the  District  at  the  last 
census  was  A,  147*  but  since  that  time  0921)  the  Urban 
District  Boundary  has  been  extended  eastwards  to  tako  in 
47  additional  acres  of  land,  and  the  population  of  the 
extended  District  is  now  estimated  to  be  4472,  an  estimated 
increase  of  11  since  the  middle  of  the  previous  year. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTHS.  The  number  of  births  in  1925  was  69,  two  leas 
than  in  1924,  and  42  less  than  the  highest  record  in  1920. 
There  were  3 6 males  and  33  females  born.  In  the  previous 
year  the  females  exceeded  the  number  of  males  born  by  9* 
but  this  year  the  proportions  have  become  more  normal. 

THE  BIRTH  RATE  for  1925  works  out  at  15.4,  a slight  red- 
action of  the  rate  (I5.89)  for  1924.  In  1920  the  birth- 
rate was  28.7»  The  birth  rate  for  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales  is  still  considerably  higher  than  that  for 
this  District,  viz:-  1 8 . 3 • 

DEATHS . There  has  been  a groat  fall  in  the  number  of 
deaths  during  1925,  namely  36  as  compared  with  46  in  1924. 
This  is  the  lowest  number  for  any  year  of  which  I have 
i.ny  record.  Of  the  36  deaths  21  were  males  and  15  femalos. 
THE  DEATH  RATE  is  only  8.05  as  compared  with  10. 76  in  1924 
and  9*22  in  1923,  which  was  previously  the  lowest  death- 
-rate yet  recorded  for  tho  District.  Tho  doath-rate  for 
the  whole  of  the  County  in  1925  was  12.2,  half  as  much 
again  as  that  for  your  district.  Cancer  and  Tuberculosis 
were  the  chief  causes  of  deaths  in  the  Ashborne  Urban 
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District,  each  accounting  for  4 deaths. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY.  Tho  number  of  deaths  of  children 
under  tho  age  of  one  year  remained  tho  same  as  in  1924 
namely  5.  4 boys  and  1 girl;  and  the  death  rate  was  72.4. 
It  is  disappointing  to  find  the  infantile  mortality 
stationary  in  a year  when  the  total  number  of  deaths  has 
decreased  so  decidedly:  it  is  explained  by  the  fact  that 
whooping  cough  was  prevalent  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year  and  accounted  for  3 deaths.  The  othor  2 deaths  were 
duo  to  prematurity  and  congenital  debility.  The  infantilo 
death-rate  for  the  whole  country  in  1925  was  75. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATHS. 

HEART  DISEASE  accounted  for  2 deaths  in  1925  as  compared 
with  5 in  1924.  The  death  rate  is  .44. 

RESPIRATORY  DISEASES.  There  wero  2 doaths  (one  from 
Bronchitic  and  one  from  Pneumonia)  in  1925,  &a  compared 
with  3 in  1924. 

CANCER  . In  1924  there  wero  more  deaths  from  C&ncor  than 
in  any  provious  year,  but  I am  glad  to  report  that  the 
number  has  decreased  from  7 in  that  year  to  4 during  1925* 
The  death  rate  ic  reduced  from  1#5  to  .89* 

TUBERCULOSIS  aloo  hac  not  given  rise  to  any  greater 
mortality  in  1925;  tho  numbor  of  deaths  remains  at  4 
with  a death  rate  of  .89*  Three  of  the  deaths  were 
cases  of  pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  Up  to  1923  the  number 
of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  always  exceeded  4;  the  years 
1923-4-5  show  an  improvement  in  this  respect  on  all 
previous  years. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES  have  unfortunately  shown  an  increase  in 
1925*  There  woro  3 deaths  from  whooping-cough  and  one 
from  measloe,  representing  a death  rate  of  .89.  In  1924 
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there  were  2 deaths  from  diarrohooa,  but  none  In  1925* 

There  wore  2 deaths  from  Influenza  during  1925* 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  year  1925  has  been  almost  as  wonderful  a year  a a 
1924  aB  far  as  notifiable  infectious  diseases  arc  concornod. 
The  only  notifications  were  1 ease  of  Scarlet  Fever,  2 
of  Dipthoria  and  one  of  Erysipelas,  a total  of  4 go  com- 
-pared  with  2 in  1924.  Whooping  cough  waa  prevalent  in  the 
early  months  of  the  year  and  there  have  been  cases  of  mumps 
and  measles  but  no  general  out  break.  Sevon  cases  of 
pneumonia  were  notified  during  the  yoar. 

Only  6 cases  of  Tuberculosis  (of  which  4 were  pulmonary) 
were  notified  during  the  year  as  compared  with  14  in  1924 
and  11  in  1923.  The  4 casco  of  Pulmonary  Disease  were 
admitted  for  treatment  to  the  Sanatorium  at  Chesterfield. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Considerable  difficulty  is  still  bolng  experienced  in 
maintaining  a constant  supply  of  water.  Owing  to  tho 
steady  growth  of  building  in  the  district,  the  consumption 
has  risen  to  about  100,000  gallons  per  day;  to  obtain  this 
quantity  of  water  pumping  has  to  be  carried  on  day  and 
night,  and  the  whole  yield  of  tho  well  is  requirod  to 
provide  the  amount  of  water  required  in  the  district. 

As  an  additional  supply  is  urgently  required  the 
Council  obtained  the  advice  of  Professor  H.  Lapworth 
D.  Sc.,  M.  I.  C.  E.  F.  G.  S.,  as  to  possible  sources  of 
supply.  Dr  Lapworth  advised  the  purchase  of  a site  at 
Ej/lastonc,  and  boring  was  commenced  in  June,  but  unfortun- 
ately with  no  success,  as  tho  geological  formation 
encountered  during  the  operations  proved  to  be  carbonifer- 
ous limestone  from  which  no  supply  could  be  obtained. 

The  Site  was  abandoned  in  December. 
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The  Council  then  immediately  took  steps  to  obtain 
a further  site,  and  acting  on  the  advico  of  Dr  Lapworth 
- prorlsion€Q.ly-agr<>©dr  bo  purchaoo  a ^i^--at-  Ro^J.oy  . ^h.ich^  ^ 
it  is  anticipated,  lies  on  tho  Bun ter  Sandstone  bods, 

A trial  boring  will  be  made  on  this  site  early  in  ri926, 
and  it  is  hoped  thafc  an  abundant  supply  of  pure  soft  water 
will  be  obtained.  If  thi3  is  the  case  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Council  to  procoed  with  the  erection  of  a Pumping 
Station,  and  the  construction  of  the  necessary  rising 
main  to  the  existing  service  reservoir.  Tho  present  well 
and  plant  will  then  probably  be  kept  as  a rc3crvo. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

Regular  Inspections  of  the  wholo  length  of  the  Honmore 
Brook  course  within  the  District  are  made  to  detect 
possible  sources  of  pollution;  no  serious  pollution  has 
been  found.  The  Council  remove  old  tins  and  other  rubbish 
from  the,, brook  -course  and  cleanso  the  course  from  time 
to  time. 
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AGrS  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


Only  ono  outlying  area  is  not  served  - this-  omission 
is  due  to  the  fact  that  very  great  oxponso-would.  be  „inoui'rod-- 
in  carrying  out  a satisfactory  plan.  With  this  exception 
the  sewerage  of  the  District  is  complete  and  acts  sati3- 
-factorily.  No  alterations  have  been  made  at  the  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  during  the  year;  the  effluent  has  been 
maintained  at  a satisfactory  standard.  Tho  works  are  now 
running  at  their  full- -capacity,,  and^extonaions  will  be 
necessary  in  the  near  future  in  order  to-trect- -properly- 
tho  increased  volume  of  sewage  roceivcd  from  tho  extended 
area.  Bettor  means  of  dealing  with  the  storm  water  is 
one  of  the  chief  requirements. 
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CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION . 


Further  steps  have  boon  taken  to  induce  owners  to 
convert  earth  closets  and  privioe  into  Water  Closets;  four 
privies  have  been  converted  to  the  water  carrying  system 
during  the  year.  There  now  only  remains  eight  privies  in 
the  district,  and  those  are  in  most  casco  at  detached 
dwelling  houses  situated  at  a considerable  distance  from 
tho  main  sower. 

A considerable  number  of  hand  flushed  Water  Clowots 
still  exist  in  the  district,  and  when  a better  supply  of 
water  is  obtained  steps  should  be  taken  to  have  a more  satis- 
-factory  means  of  flushing  fixed  to  each  water  closet. 

SCAVENGING. 

Scavenging  of  the  whole  of  the  District  is  regularly 
carried  out  by  the  employees  of  the  Council;  all  outer  main 
roads  are  scavenged  onco  weekly,  and  all  town  streets  arc 
scavenged  daily* 

House  refuse  is  collected  from  all  parte  of  the 
District  once  a week  in  horse-drawn  open  oarto;  after  each 
cart  is  loaded  it  is  covered  with  a tarpaulin  shoot,  and 
emptlod  at  a tip-field  which  is  situated  at  a considerable 
distance  from  any  dwelling-house.  All  refuse  is  covered 
with  earth  after  being  tipped. 

gOUSING 

Nine  more  houses  have  been  erected  by  private 
enterprise  under  tho  Housing  Act  1923>  under  which  Act  tho 
Council  lncroaced  the  financial  aesistanco  granted  to  a 
lump  sum  of  £100  per  house.  The  total  number  of  houses 
which  have  been  erected  and  occupied  with  this  financial 
assistance  is  now  27* 

A scheme  for  the  erection  of  a further  number  of 
houses  (ten  of  the  parlour  and  twelve  of  the  non-parlour 
type)  under  the  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act  1924,  was 
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commenced  In  November,  and  the  first  houses  will  be  ready 
for  occupation  early  in  the  ensuing  year.  The  total  number 
of  houcee  erected  by  the  Council  under  the  Scheme  will 
than  bo  67  (22  Housing (Financial  Provisions) Act  1924  and 
45  under  the  Housing  Act  I9l9)« 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Council  have  made  overy 
endeavour  to  improve  the  general  housing  conditions  of  the 
District,  but  there  still  remain  a large  number  of  cottages 
in  your  district  which,  owing  to  their  ago  and  position  in 
unhealthy  congested  areas,  are  not  reasonably  fit  for 
habitation.  If  theso  unheal  thy  aroas  aro  to  be  cl oared 
further  cottages  aro  necessary  of  the  plainest  possible 
typo.  The  groat  difficulty  is  to  build  this  type  of  cottage 
at  a cost  which  will  allow  them  to  be  lot  at  a rontal  which 
the  poorest  class  of  tenant  can  afford  to  pay.  Until  build- 
-ing  costs  aro  considerably  reduced  it  is  doubtful  whether 
any  active  steps  can  bo  taken  to  clear  slum  areas. 

Regular  inspections  of  property  arc  carried  out  by 
your  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  every  endeavour  is  being  mado 
to  bring  those  cottages  up  to  as  high  a standard  as  pocolbLe 
until  they  can  be  replaced  by  bettor  ones. 

There  still  exists  a serious  amount  of  overcrowding 
and  stops  are  being  taken,  as  far  as  possible,  to  prevent 
the  worst  casos,  but  the  whole  difficulty  cannot  be  properly 
dealt  with  until  suitable  accommodation  can  bo  provided 
elsewhere. 

One  Closing  Order  has  boon  made  during  the  yoar  in 
respect  of  a cottage  which  was  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

A tabulatod  report  of  the  inspections  mado  and  notices 
served  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector  i8  appended  hereto. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

Inspections  of  Slaughter  Houses  have  boon  regularly 
carried  out  and  special  attention  has  boon  given  to  the 
Public  Health  (Moat)  Regulations  1924.  All  Butchers  in  tho 
District  wore  informed  of  the  alterations  required  to  make 
their  premises  comply  with  tho  new  regulations. 
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All  animal o slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Ordor 
have  boon  inspected  and  the  nccossary  oertificate  issued 
There  are  now  eight  registered  Slaughter  Houses  in  the 
District.  In  my  report  of  last  year  I mentioned  the  nood 
of  considering  the  provision  of  a public  abattoir  for 
your  District. 

OENKRAL  AND  MISCELLANEOUS. 

New  byc-lawo  relating  to  new  streets  and  buildings 
have  been  prepared  and  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
during  the  year. 

New  Bye-laws  relating  to  Slaughter  Houses  aro  boing 
prepared  and  will  bo  issued  during  tho  coming  year. 

FURTHER  SANITARY  REQUIREMENTS. 

1.  Additional  cottages  (to  roplacc  insanitary  property). 

2.  An  increased  water  supply. 

3*  An  Isolation  Hospital. 

4.  A Public  Abattoir. 

I am,  Oontlomen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ERNEST  A.  SADLER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


15th  March  1926. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


* 


ASHBORNE  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT  1925 


Name  of  Inspector  - D.  Powell. 

Area  of  District  620  Acres.  Estimated  No.  ©f  Houses  1112 

New  Houses  erected  1925  (a)  Under  Housing  Scheme  Nil 

(b)  -By  private  enter prise  7. 

HOUSING-  AND  TOWN  PLANNING 


No.  of  Houses 

No.  un- 

Reproo- 

Cloa- 

No. 

Num- 

Inspected 

-fit 

-entat- 

-ing 

repair- 

-bur 

under 

for  hab- 

-iona 

Orders 

ed 

Closod 

soc.  17 

-i tat ion 

made  to 
localauth- 
-ority  as- 
to  closing 

orders 

Mad© 

with- 

-out 

Closing 

Order  or 

Notico 

served 

160 

15. 

1. 

1. 

10. 

1 

Number 

Number 

Has  a 

No.  of 

Is  the 

Number 

of 

dcmol- 

repalr- 

ochom© 

H0U3CS 

sohem© 

Houses 

-ishod 

-cd  vol- 

Tteon 

proposed 

in 

yet  to 

bo 

-untarily 

prep- 

-c.r«d 

in  scheme 

progress 

completed 

Nil. 

20. 

Yeo. 

22. 

Yea. 

22. 

DRAINAGE 


No . of  in- 
formal 
noticoe 
served  by 
Sanitary 
Inspector 


No.  of  log- 
-al  notices 
served  by 
Local 
Authority 


No.  of 

Nuisances 

abated 

with  or 

vrithout 

notice 


No.  Disconnection  or  Waste 
Pipe  4. 

Defoe tivo  Waste  Pipe, Traps 
Inlets  and  Drains.  5* 

Drain 3 Ob e true tod  2. 


Nil 

n 


4 


5 

2 


CLOSETS  AND  ASHPITS  : - 
Defective  Privies,  Pail  Closets 


& Aohpits(Not  for  Conversion)  1. 

Conversion  of  Privies  into 
W.  Co.  4. 

Conversion  of  Pail  Olosotc 
into  77.  Co. 

Conversion  of  Prlvioo  into 
Pail  Close to 

Defective  Water  Closets  6 

Provloion  of  Additional  Water 
Closets  2 

Provision  of  Portable  Aolibins 
Dirty  Closets  2 


ti 

2. 


1 . 
4. 


6 

2 

2 
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OTHER  DEFECTS 

No 

. of 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Informal 

Legal 

Nuisances 

Noticos 

Notices 

abated 

Borvcd  by 

served  by 

with  or 

Sanitary 

Local 

without 

Inspector 

Authority 

notice 

Paring  of  Courts  and  Yards 

2 

•4 

2 

Roofs,  Eaves  Spouts  & Downspouts 

6 

- 

6 

Sinks 

•m 

— 

— 

Insufficient  Ventilation 

3 

mm 

3 

Windows 

4 

— 

4 

Dampness 

3 

_ 

5 

Water  in  Cellars 

- 

- 

Water  Supply 

24 

- 

24 

Overcrowding 

2 

- 

2 

Foul  condition  of  Houses 

1 

— 

1 

Offonsivo  Accumulations 

3 

3 

Animals  improperly  kept 

2 

_ 

2 

Pigotyco 

1 

— 

1 

Smoke  Nuisances 

*4 

mm 

Urinals 

1 

1 

Nuisances  not  specified  abovo 

. 

JL2 

- 

!2_ 

Totals 

99 

2 

99 

(inclusive  of  items  on  page  9) 

No. 

on 

Incpoo' 

- Noticos 

Nuisance  r: 

Register 

-tlona 

served 

abated 

made 

with  or 

without 

notice. 

Dairies,  Cowshed*  d Mllkshopo 

22 

44 

22 

22 

Bakehouses 

12 

24 

4 

4 

Slaughterhouses 

8 

32 

10 

10 

Offensive  Trades 

* mm 

- w 

Common  Lodging-Houses 

1 

4 

- 

1 

Totals 
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4** 

36 
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Inf acted  Rooms  Disinfected  No.  to  Method  Formalin  Vapour 


Samples  submitted  for  examination  Water:-  Nil  Milk:-  Nil 
Sewage  Effluents:-  Nil. 

Prosecutions,  Particulars  of  Nil. 

Food  Seizures  Nil. 

Food  Voluntarily  Surrendered  3 (Chilled  Beof) 

Other  action  taken  - Regular  inspections  made  under  Public 
Health  (Moat)  Regulations  1924. 

Signed  D.  POWELL 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


28th  January  1926® 


